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{*) cowman! cates, transmits, or discloses the same to any 
individual or person, or attempts or conspires to do any 
of the foregoing, with Intent to injure the United State s 


mm 


4aaLf”»^fip,^ypr 

fcd by death or is- 


conviction thereof, shall be pi 

prisonaent for life (hut the penalty of death or imprisonment 
for life any be imposed only upon recocsaecdation of the jury), 
car by a floe of not sore than $20,000 or ictprlsonnsent for not 
were than twenty years, or both; 

(b) coBcmn i cates , transmits , or discloses the same to arw 
individual or person, or attempts or conspires to do any of 
the foregoing, with rfaaon to believe such data will be 
utilised tP .injure l ^e 0ait^lStatg£oytQ secure an 

^-to aiy foreignT£tlon, shall, upon conviction, 

be punished by a fine or not more than $10,000 or imprisonment 
for not more than ten years, or both." 

U) ESCA 2277 nigh t also be applicable in a case similar 
to that referred to in the reference dispatch: 


"Whoever, being or having been an employee or member of 
the Coamlsslon, a member of the .armed farces, an employee of 
aay agency of the United States, or being or having been a 
contractor of the Commission or of an agency of the United 
States, or being or having been an employee of a contractor 
of the Commission or of an agency of the United States, or 
being or having been a licensee of the Commission, or being 
or having an employee of a licensee of the Commission, 
hoo vingly „ communicates, or whoever conspires to comraunicste 
or to receive, any Restricted Data, knowing or having reason 
to believe that such data is Restricted Data, to any person 
not authorised to receive Restricted Data pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter or under rule or regulation of 
the Commission Issued pursuant thereto, knowing or having 
reason to believe such person ia not so authorised to receive 
Restricted Data shall, upon conviction thereof, be punishable 
by a fine or not more than $2,500." 

3* It is also possible that in sense cases, disclosure of uranlim 
saining data aay, in the United States, be punishable under the Espionage 
Act (13 WCk 793). However, it Is probable that a conviction would be 
easier to obtain under the language cited above. 
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k» It 1 b extremely unlikely that unlawful disclosure of 
restricted uranium slicing data. In a case such as that referred to 
in the- dispatch would constitute a "treasonable ant** by United States 
standards . Treason is a very specific criminal act in the United 
States# is considered the most heinous of all crimes, and Is defined 
only in the Constitution. Congress has only the authority to def ine 
the penalties fear treason and not to define the act. The Constitution 
states: "Treason against the United States shall consist only in 
Xeyying Sax agiinat them# or* in adhering to their Enemies# giving 
them Aid and Coetfort." Under this definition the word "Sneoies" 
means only those foreign nations with whom the United States is en- 
gaged la a state of war. 
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5. If mare than general conversation s are involved in the anas 
referred to in the dispatch# the advice of 
should he sought. 
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Office of the General Counsel 
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